Real Lives

Scrabble Rouser

Katie Devanney plans to dominate the world —
one triple word score at a time By Caroline Tiger

AT DEVARNLEY HUNCHES OVER THE ELUE-AND-WHITE TILES OFs FIER
Sepabible rack: pyrsosry. Her eves dart fromm the rack wo the Psoard
that divides her and her opponent, jim Fonn, They're playing the
faneal rowmcl aof a three-day oumamens ar the Sheramon m Parsippany,
Mew Jerser, angd 1o place mo her dovision, Kae has o bear Jim, 1

a
F
Fay

she wins, she'll be one step closer to beconmng the best Scrabble
B plaver mothe world, And right now, that’s all Kane Devanney
sinifs out of life, |amming the fses of ber Skechers into the Boor, she scrambles the
tibes on her rack 1o form one word, then another, waitmg for Jun to make his move,
Burr Jim is diseracted. He admitted o it when they sar doswn o play, “You could live
three hicrimes and soll be younger than me,” be wold ber. Jim Fonr, a peebamn ofser
fromn Long ldand, i 42 Karie Devammey i 11

Timm Lays dhosn WEEZER.

“Holdt" Kane calls onm, She hats the red button om the clock, *Clallenpe.” Kane
cotld cure bess alwour e ape ditterence. She beats people his age all the dine. She bears

F||_'|r'|'\-||_' -_1_|'|||'|_|_- |'~|_'|_'I'| |'l|.|'. Ing :'h'r.l.|1|'l|'.
lesenger thin Fin Fonid's even boeen alive
For kicks, she plays her parents afrer
distner ar their hoome m Facsh, Fler moes
testches math ar Cabrni Colkepe, and
her dad’s an attorney —they mel
through a Mensa singles direciory.
keatie almist alwivs bears them, ('When
ihey win, 8% because she lees thean,) OF
the 9,000 ranked competiive Scrabhble
plavers w the counrry, Karie s i the
foqe 1§ peToemt.

karie’s gat hier game bice on—a
mixtare of pissed off and bored
teirs—but when she stops the cock
ansd makes the challenge, she adds a
cold-fsh stare, Thar™s part of her arahe
pv — pevching out her opponents, A
[ormament procior weaves his wis
thirough the 124 oaher plavers wihe ane
eriscomecd im final-round  earches. Hae
bnks ar the board, “That play s
ceprable.” b announges,

|[§14] |1||.|-.~\. g the asthending nles, 1
st v been thinkmg “goeser,’™ be pmit-
rers. The plav coses lim a mem, kane
panps ks 30 poinis saich CHLEN,

“Nou wm b, vou e by Thar's
Katie™s moaro, She plans to win big
later thes month when she comperes at
the Mamemal Schaoal Scrabide Chaimpi
-:|||w.|:|i|_'- s Pamsion. M
“shred” the comperition, all kids
arvaind lser ape. Juste thinking about it

Kot plans i

makes her smile, She's vally oo w
pevch therm o,

fim plays BaRE. “This i whan e
menke me want o do,” be savs, keaming,
inen the board and mimicking bt
steely exprossmm. Ko flashes o tanghe
of metal braces. She can't help i lim's
fuiy, Plus, hie ser her up for o bingo
a play wsig all seven leniers dhae scores
a bonus §o poimts. She plays
WENARET, and the soore junps o 214
ibatie) o 132 | Jiml,

“Wery nece,” savs Jim. “Mow why
doin vou [} warch T or t.-::-||||'||'|||1_1'_i"

kane warches TV | Love Liecy on
IV Land, and the garie shonw |'.'r.'|1.'\-'-
Shie and her group of frends at the
-'|,.,_1.k-|r|:. ol ™aore Dame de MNamar in
Villanova are the “randiom™ or “craEy”™
o i the seventh grade. They bursi
ot sainging e the lancheoom — songs
like “SkBrer Ban™ by Avnl Lavigne—
and thev make up stlls SAVEIEGS ke
“Beware the disckies” and then gipggle
whenever e af them ERLER Boarie and
her friends chameterze mise sibatinm

Protograph by Kate Swan



with o phrases: =It's cool™ and “i's all
gnud " When she amd her mom geoye o
Parsappary from Faoli on Friday, the car's
tettiperatune gaugy started to sear alter a
half hasur om the road, They pulled inm a
gas sty arwd the mechanic wbd them i
wasn't sale oo deive. That was el coal,
hecanse Katie dhd pot wane toomiss @ second
of the carly-bird rounds, Bur then Kartic™s
il caime aimd swappead velocls with them
i Ko of Prussiy, and they armved me e
Ir was all goewl. Generally, as the bumper
smckoers om pust abour every car in tee park-
g lot in Parsippany say, Katie would
“rather be plaving Scrabhle,™

She seamed plaving with her pareists when
ahe s sevei. When shee was 11, she wow
an anmowncenent m the Irguirer for 2 week
Iy Scrabbde club i Exron, and she asked her
o o cake her. Iwas awesome. Evervoise
there hasd memomasd the lsts of b aned
three-lerer words, They knew how o rack
lerters il calcuilbuie the marth of the paine,
They haad stravemies. They wamted o wn
didn't take long for Kane m become just like
therm. karic's mom thinks Kane loves Serals
bk ez she's an oy chudd and likes has
i “capiive playmaies,” Kome shnsgs thar
ot Whatever, Her adule Sorabble busdidies a
the Exvon club are cool. When she won the
carly-bard round m last year's Farappany
towrnament, they gave her 4 standing
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VAt s aabul |,1|.|3.'-rn are por & ol
like the one ar the Acanaw Ciry poairminen
wha called her a brae Peanng players ke
that and beasing the few adules in her chub
whar can sl bear her s part of her masser
plan for werkd doinisasen: Beat Jun Fonig
with the School Scrabble soornament in
.-'|.|1r||,' beeat thie top guns in her -.'||||lr; and,
cvenmually, win the Manonals. Last vear ar

QOut for dinner at
Bennigan's, Katie
sees the Gaelic toast
“slainte” printed on
her water glass and
instantly anagrams it:
entails, salient.

the Exton cluby, when she bear the 21s1-
ramked pliver in the country 343-327, Joln
Willhams Jr., the executive director of the
Moatwnal Scrabble Association, ook note,
“She's an up-and-coming s, e v B
i pwaer bow mmich she bogs, ber parenis
won't let her go to Mationals in New
Chrdeans chis July, 16 just wo far,

When Katse Brove's up, she wines i be a
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tame you mibn the cilys neghborhoods.

dictusr —a gereral physicion, Soence 5 her
Favorite subgect, She likes o help people,
Mo, chat way s can make enouph imeey
[ [0 T EVETY herablle tourmament she
wints, no mateer how Bar from Paol, Ar
might, when she finishes her homework, shie
reacls about the tourmaments. in her Scrafiie
Mews newsletter, plays Scrabble cmline,
miermoriaes lises of fve and si-lemer sems
anid AL TS, I"ii“lllp. dosarin for dinner a
Berimpsiat’s om Friday nighe, she nonees the
Caaelic twast “slainne™ prnted on her wanes
plass and immediarely anagrams it entails,
sibiem. | Sull, aling with being a doctor and
plaving Scrabble, she plans o kave other
thimgs going on. 1 don't want o be otally
adhsessed,™ she says.

Eatie challenges two more of [im's
words—OUTAGED and OUTRAIL—and
hmads @ way o play her 0 on a reple word
scime willh LAY Af 208 o TR, i |.|::q.|L||:||.1
like Katie will place, Jim has 42 seconds lef
on his clock amd o bimgo on s sk, B
e a g won't save ham nosw,

“Jusst gave me one hook,™ fim pleads with
the board, searching for a hode, Faally he
absuindons thie |t|||.;q|| anid !_1:“. dimam TARE.

“Hald,” Kate savs. “Challenge,”

*¥aom ddon't give up anything, do you?™ §
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